Fuller begins by situating the Brethren in the context of C nasticism and pre-Reformation attempts to purify the medita ity that he sees monasticism as re resenting. Opposing the per monasticism reflects pure retreat from the world, he suggests a catalyst for integration into a broader World "founded .
,ward freeing and gathering of the energy of attention from it habitual dispersion in the repetitive associative thought, shallo reactiveness and isolated sensations of the self" (xviii). The abi ticism to overcome these flaws accounted for monasticism's v medieval Europe, although not in a form that Saint Benedi recognized. For Fuller, the Brethren and their "New Devo successors to Benedict, forming a monastic community and fu potential for communionwith the divine. This connection b and spiritual needs explains the appeal of the Brethren. In the the book, Fuller examines the theoretical underpinning and th the New Devotion in England. In so doing, he stresses the role Fathers in promoting a "new" piety through both their examp ings describing pious 'works and meditative methods. Of parti to this reader was the continuation of the Brethren's influence into the 1550s, long after the beginning of the English Reformation. All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms century before the Reformation and during its begin ing the binding role of the monastic condition and overcomes any tendency to separate monasticism fr to slide into facile arguments based on the ",worldl the appeal of the Brethren even more apparent. Des ever, I found this book highly disturbing and frustr terests, and even at times his analytical framework sonal quest for spiritual fulfillment than about the ibly analyzing the influence of the Brethren and they actuallywere -their foundation, original value -are defined only in chapter four. Although Groot followers established their order in Windesheim, Fu nantly English, with most of his main primary sou Groote himself, not to mention Kempis, playing a m centration on England could yield many useful and book is notwhat is promised in Fuller's introduction and themes, reorganization is needed to highlight t earlier within Fuller's analysis; a more focused use o been made to reflect the wide variety of sources fo and an expanded discussion of the New Devotion's e is needed. 
